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True Size
of Africa

The most prevalent ~ Whenshowninproper

proportions, Africa swallows

. up China, India, the contiguous
ﬂat e ps Jiis ke US. and much of Europe.

Afl"lca a ppea r m UCh Think ofa world globe as

a hollow'crust: pop out the

smaller than it is landmasses and set those
slightly curved pieces onto Affica.

‘And no, neither Russia nor Canada
On a flat map of the world, Greenland comes close in actual size.
appears as big as Africa. In fact, \Africa -
is lﬁ‘méﬂi‘sﬁ The distortion arises T 7 P S <o e s
MERCATOR PROJECTION 3
firo Em:uhemamal process, known as G
' Lor projection, that converts

rica’s immense size helps us appres

how difficult it may be to solve the'com

nent’s poverty and drought problems.
—Mark Fischetti

SCIENTIF&C AMERICAN OHI.IHE

For aranking ﬁm%m ;

 Greenland

Greece

Graphic by Brian Christie and Kai Kranse




